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by HARLAN ELLISON 


orld of assembly lines and buck pasting and litterbugs. 
What a passionate lover. But once having tasted the lips of 
oneself to its perfection, how dreary and burdensome and filled 
with anomie are the remainder of one's waking hours trapped in the shackled lock-Step of the 
merely ordinary, the barely acceptable, the just okay and not a Stroke better. 

Sadly, most lives are fashioned on that pattern. Settling for what is possible; buying into 
the cliché because the towering dream is out of Stock; learning how to avoid taking the risk of 
the dizzying leap. Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936) wrote: “In order to attain the impossible 
one must attempt the absurd.” So the paradigm becomes all the Salieri shadows unable to 
touch the Mozart reality, all the respeétably-talented but not awesomely-endowed Antonios 
fülminating with frustration at the occasional Amadeus. Excellence in the untalented and ordi- 
nary produces pleasure and awe; but in the minimally-talented it produces hatred and envy that 
boils like sheep fat. 

Excellence is its own master, owes no allegiance, bows its head to no regimen. It exists 
pure and whole like the silver face of the moon. Untouchable, unreachable, exquisite. But 
frustrating because it reminds us of how much mediocrity we put up with, just to get through 
the week. 

“The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman, 

Inany field of endeavor, in any medium of the arts or sciences, an oceasional talent will 
manifest itself and, through bare existence, we perceive how mundane has been the effort in 
that field or genre, that medium or category. Until Monteverdi, was there higher achievement 
than that of Palestrina, Wm. Byrd, Andrea Gabrieli? Before Mark Twain, what were the names 
of the writers at the pinnacle: Sir Walter Scott, R.D. Blackmore, James Fenimore Cooper? 
Prior to John L. Sullivan, can anyone make a rational comparison of excellence with any of the 
nameless bare-knuckle champions who spilled their blood in sawdust arenas? There was only 
one Machiavelli, only one Chaka Zulu, only one Alexander of Macedon, Name the highest and. 
brightest and mot accomplished till you get to Fellini or Billie Holiday or George Bernard 
Shaw; and compare; and recognize how much higher thereafter is the high water mark, 
Suddenly, there is more sunlight in the world. 

The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman. 

This is remarkable work. Perhaps you know that already. Nonetheless, I tell you. A fadt: 
do with it what you will. 

Tris not merely that Mr. Gaiman (who is midway between being a frequent acquain- 
tance and a close friend of mine, something more than a pal but less than an intimate, and thus 
available to me as “Neil” rather than “Mr. Gaiman") has committed with these Sandman 
Stories what is usually known as macrography, "huge writing,” work that is to be examined with 


Perfedtion, Excellence 
excellence, once having given 


the naked eye, the opposite of mierography. Nor is it unique that Neil has created a compelling 
internally-consistent universe for these Stories: a fully-realized cosmology with a pantheon of 
beings and godlike non-beings, a non-Aristotelian superimposed pre-continuum, а freshly- 
polytheism as compelling as it is revisionit. Hardly unique, because every fantasit 

w universe each time s/he creates a new Story. It’s the way the game of “what-if?” is 
me people do it better than others; and той people can't do it at all (which is why 
folks who believe actors make up their own lines, that truth is Stranger than fiction, 
ure is worth a thousand words, and that we are regularly visited by far-traveling 
rent aliens in revolving crockery, who have nothing better to do 
time than snag couch potato humans so they can have unfulfilling sex with them and 
іші for laughs give these lousy sex partners reétal examinations with mechanical appendages 
the size of oil pipeline caissons); and every once in a while a person does it so splendidly that it 
raises the high water mark and puts more sunlight into the world. 

‘The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman. 

Notwithstanding the macrography and the new cosmology, the runaway excellence of 
what Neil has done with this character is wrapped up in the sense one gets, as one reads The 
Sandman, that what one is reading is new, is of consequence, and isn't as transitory (however 
entertaining) as most of what is done day-in-and-day-out in comics. Ifyou have been following, 
the progression of Neil as guiding intelligence on The Sandman 一 

(Available for the aficionado in three previous graphic novels — PRELUDES a 
NOCTURNES, THE DOLUS HOUSE and DREAM COUNTRY — and even as a boxed set of the trio 
аз THE WORLD OF THE SANDMAN.) 

— you will have been snared by an outstanding intelleét given to esoteric amusements 
and surreal re-viewings of the Natural Order. You will certainly (if you're one of the few sur- 
viving atavists who Sill read for the pure pleasure of intellectual invigoration) have been mes- 
merized by the sneaky wit and puckish nastiness of the Gaiman reformation of the received 
universe. Í would praise his erudition, his frequent seeding of the Stories with arcane facts and 
literary glyphs, but as it is a truism that it takes a very good con artist to con a very good con 
artist, so itis possible that Neil “Scam Man” Gaiman is no more widely-read and filled with 
erudition than the con artist who writes these words of introduétion. And, knowing what a 
fraud Lam, quoting here and there in Latin and colloquial French just to seem clever, 
ignorantia legis neminem excusat, like пей pas, | have my suspicions that Neil has as diverse 
and bellyful a library of references as T maintain just to drop in something obscure to remind. 
the groundlings what a smart cookie 1 am. 

Not to be diverted too long on that preceding point, but let me give you a l'rinstance: 

Early on in the Story of SEASON OF MISTS, when Morpheus sends Cain to deliver 
the message of his imminent visit to the nether regions, the emissary tells Lucifer what is about 
to transpire, and the fallen angel goes off into one of those wonderful rhapsodic panegyrics all 
mad scientists, despots, nitwit super-villains and televangelists indulge in for many odd-shaped 
panels, He culminates his paralogical blather by ranting, “Better to reign in hell, than serve in 
heav'n.” 

‘And justin case the reader hasn't seen the 1941 Warner Bros. adaptation of Jack 
London's тне sea worr, in which Edward G. Robinson as the tyrannical freighter skipper 
Wolf Larsen quotes that quotation repeatedly, Neil bangs us over the head with the information 
that the aphorism comes from Milton's pananıse Losr (1667). Leaf ahead to that page and take a 
lookatit. 


See what I mean? A really intellectual guy, secure in his own voluminous erudition, 
uldn't have bothered making sure we know how goddam sharp he is. Now, I'm not saying 

ей in as sharp as he wants us to believe he is, I'm merely suggesting that he is so intent on 
ildingall the buttressing into his fictional Struéture that he makes certain we perceive of what 
granite is made the basement slab. 

о excellent that one might quote yet again from Milton: “The mind is its own place, 
lf can make a Heav'n of Hell, а Hell of Heav'n.” 


ely an. amusing entertainment, (Though itis shat, of course.) 
jot reconnoiter the Story in this graphic novel ... what originally appeared in 


play the role of the carping bluejay, shrieking that Neil says in the earliest seétion of the Story 
that Destiny casts no shadow, but Dringenberg has repeatedly scumbled in shadows only pages 
earlier. That sort of petty bitching is beneath me, a guy as clever as Lam. 

1 will only repeat the theme of this preamble by reporting that excellence, as contained 
in the work of Gaiman's Sandman, has made the awareness of the mediocre world extremely 
painful for a great many people. I know this to be true, for I sat there at the 13th annual World 
Fantasy Convention in Tucson in 1991 and watched with devilish pleasure as Neil won the 
highly-prized FantasyCon “Howard Philips Lovecraft" trophy for the Year's Вей Short Story 
an issue of The Sandman “comic book." Devilish pleasure, I tell you, because all those artsy- 
fartsy writers and artists and critics sitting there expeéting a Standard-print short Story to win, 
choked on their little almond cups as this renegade funnybook guy carted off the Diamond as 
Big as the Ritz. Much snorting through the nose. Much umbrage taken. Many dudgeons 
raised to new heights. And screams and cries of foul play at the polls. So infuriated were the 
Faithful at such a choice having been made by a blue ribbon panel of experts who couldn't be 
suborned or shamed into overlooking excellence, that the Great Gray Eminences who run the 
FantasyCon from behind their nightshadow veil of secrecy, have rewritten the rules so that, 
heaven forfend, no “comic book” will ever again be nominated, much less have an opportunity 
to kick serious artistic butt. 

The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman brings that perennial DC 
Comics charaëter, whom 1 first loved in 1940 in the 96-page 15€ New York Worlds Fair Comis, 
with his green business suit, his orange-colored snapbrim fedora, his fuchsia cape, his World 
War doughboy gas mask and his deadly gas gun, into a refurbished State of rebirth, trans- 
mogrified for our angSt-festooned era, not merely as a marvelous and entertaining myth-figure, 
but as the symbol of excellence in a world where mediocrity is our normal prison. 

And how do we know that what Gaiman has done is excellence? 

We know it because of something critic Susan Sontag wrote. She said, “Real Arthas 
the capacity to make us nervous." 

Nervous. You should've been there at the awards ceremony. Those suckers like as 
almost laid square bricks 

The point being: isn't this Gaiman just too cute for words! 
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BURNING, AND T LAUGHED AS 


AG FOR THE НОМАН, Т РАР HER 
SEWN ЗО HER LOVER ANC) SKIN TO 
Он, TLEFT THEM IN THE DEGERT 
50 BE EATEN BY RAVENS, ANC Т 
LAUGHED AE Т HEARD HEM 
‘SCREAM 


ME THAT 
TURIN МЕ Те TE 

VENGEANCE ОР THE 

LORD- DIO OU NOT 


витносне. 
or} кемелге: 
mm) RESCHAU. 


KLLEDA NUMBER OF 
тесте WHO BY NOW. NO ONES) 
WOULD ge LONS-GINCE 

тагивт one 


LING MORTAL N A HUNE 

THOUSAND COULD EVEN PON 

AO WHERE LVONA UBED O 
BE, ON AMAR 


Ним NOW, DOWN TO, 
THE WANING SIRAND FOR THE 


NOT GONE. 
FRONTS PLACE 


hatie < 
СИ 
: v 
wee N iy 
oic 4 
pir ) 
о y 4 
| š 2 34 


TAM LEAVING. 
AÑO T HAVE CLOSED 
DOWN HELL. 


How How can © 


де 


С Perhaps, Prince ОГ 
Luer тесе, 


vd 


TEN BILLION YEARS 
SPENT IN THIS PLACE THATE 


Тен you, DREAM 
LORD You WERE VERY 
DIFFÉRENT BACK THEN. 


пне HONORIFICE. RANK 


2 5 тм тие. 
NEVER MATTERED D ме, 

NOT REALLY, BUT THE Ша 
M демона EXPECTED TIRED. 


m. 


WHICH IG ONE 
REASON ТҮС QUIT: HERE 
ARE OTHER — 


CU KNEW ne, DREAN, 
OURS кє инен T Was 
AN ANGEL. 


Were also very, 
beautiful, and 
Wise and 


REBELLNG 1 THOUGHT I 
WAS DEFYING HIS RULE. 


"NO. 1 WAS MERELY 
FULFILLING ANOTHER TINI 
Saa OF HIS GREAT 

AND POWERFUL PLAN. 


де 176 
Yes IWAS. T CARED 
ABOUT SOMA ANGS: 
Leaner sopeepiy, 


UT ` 
EVERYTHING BEGAN TO GO WRONG, 
GU KNOW, T STILL WONDER HOW MUCH 


OF T Wis PLANNED: HOW MUCH OF IT 


TAN TINEN THEN THAT TERE NAS. 
NOWAY MAT т WOULP EVER RETURN 


(BILLION YEARS. 


EN 
ERENT PRONONGA PL 
FOR DEAD MORTALS 
TORTURE we 


ANC THEN THERE WERE 
HE DEMONKIND. MASNE 
ENG THEIR LORD AND 


MASTER. 
ee 

HEM MERE ONCE ANGELS, 
узор. WITH ИЕ AT THE 
ANN. OTHERS STRAED 
HERE FROM ELSEWHERE, 
ONER тне Асма, MARS 

rie PLACE A Hoe. 


ANP SIN TRONO SEE THER 

LERCANCMASTER, A MILLION OF THEM, 

OR MORE, SRUABGLNG ANC WARRING. 
ANP CARRYING ON... 


BODES OF ANIMALS 


"THE RIDICULOUS 
коси FOR RME TO 
DENCE STATS "Lemon 
Who SPONE EXCLUSIVELY 
IN VLLANELLES HAIKU, 
ATRAE. 


EH 
MANIPULATED 
THEM, SET THEM ONE 
ANT HE OTHER; 
LET THEM FACTION 
ANC PAIE ANO 
(222 


TM 1 COULD HAE 
BEERÖYEDANYOE THEN, 
PERPAR EVEN ALL OF MEN 


EAN OUT MUCH EFORT. 


23 т HAVE NEVER 
ме MADE ONE or THEM 
TR EO ANYTHING. 


отне. 
ce THEIR SHOULDERS, FORCING 
MTO COMMIT AEE тн 


Gein 
OWN TINY Lives 
NOT LM 


ЙУ жу comer ame 
Qu 


THEY TALK OF Me GONG 
BROUN AND BUYS SOULS, 
LKE À FISHWIFE Come MARKET 


O MEN TAS) 
DIE, AND THEY COME 
HERE (HANNS TRANSSRESEED 
AGAINST WHAT MEY BELIEVED 
TO BE RIGHT), ANPEXPECT 
is TO БАН THEIR. 
DESIRE FOR PAIN AND 


Mey зет 
HARE TO Have TO 
face UP TOIT. 


AND HOW. 
‘CAN ANNE OWN | 
A SOUL? 


mener ream 
Tien Mu 
СО» 


|> 
m 


Nor. 
WV FILL OF ME OLD 
LIFE AND THAT ie 


ALL CARE 
ABOUT. 


THAT Was WHAT Ave 
Ne Te IMPERIS TO PO THs 
FEDO WAT T HOLL HAVE 
коо 
Саа 1 ME 
апте FREE PONI СТ, гелт ояр? 


[me Facer To Leave... 


= 
222222 
NET ROAD... 


Neo. Heou ARE внки | 
NEY RROAHET, 1 RILL наст, 
VORSZHAKE HEOU 


HALHRUW HEC, 
NGARGGHTEI 


TAN NO LONGER JOUR 
MASTER, MAZIKEEN, 


BUT ou MAY Love 
ME, F You WISH. 


(ет me INTRODUCE 

you PREAM OF THE 

ENDLESS, mis G 

MAZIKEEN, A DAUGHTER, 
“OF LILITH 


(2227 
THIS IS REAM 


Mazween 
u | OU MAY NOT. 
Om мет 
АМ SORRY. 


"тонот 
KNOW WHERE 
Т An cone, 

BUT WHEREVER 
TGO, IMLL 
BE TÉNELNE 


ТЕЗИСИН. WHERE 
'HEOU NGO, 2 RILL 
ойон. KETT NGE 
NEO RIZH HEOU 
(22252 


‘SHAY VAY HEOUR 
гнірге VOR 
EFFIWER. 


эры, 22 
NOTE 


PERHAPS Jou 
FIND THE НЕМАМ DREAM 
KNS. T WISH YOU LE 


NOW YoU RETURN’ 

JO YOUR REALM, ANO 

БЭШЭ 
OF MINE. 


(теди yours, nov 
Морене; өнен т YOU WITH MY. 
BEST Wishes. 1 COULD 
HAVE ELD JEU HAT T. 
‘hope? 1 иси. erne д 


THis le FoR 
YOU, DREAM LORO, 
TAKE IT. 


PERHAPS IT MIE 
DESTROY YOU, AND 
PERHAPS IT HONT, 


BUT 1 power 
IT WILL MAKE youR 
LIFE ANY EASIER. 


nich МАГ vantine 

eirp agratis unwanten 

dürewridN; AND тне Dream 
у Lorn ble Wes UNweicome 


4 Visions. 


The тан HALL 15 MUD, 
ZCATIERED WITH RUSHES, 


ENOUGH, = 


BEEN ANY OER W 
Т MOULE HAVE TAA 


CLEVER, TOO WILY ANG 
O MALEVOLENT 10 BE 
222 


TO TALK WITH 


Ан WHAT. 
(MAKES YOU TNK 
HAVE ANYTHING 


RE. 

TIRE BONES лат 

WE TWO WERE CNE 
(FOREVER? 


(THAS BEEN SAID: “THAT LOKI WILL BE 


HEN GREAT WOLVES MILL EAT TH 
IN ANZ THE MOON, WHEN THE GENTE HAHAHAHAHA 
ILL RIPE TOWAR CN A SHIP MADE AEA 
OFPEROMENE NAILS...“ 


GO? GO WHERE? 
TO JOTUNHEIM, WHERE 
MEGANE LIVE? ТО, 

SARTALEHEM WERE, 


(ES EMPTY: A PROTECTORATE OF THE PREAM- 
WEAVER. 
с LAM WITH 
EQUES FOR THE Yu, MEN OPN. 
‘GRASPING, TOR NOW. 


STRIPPED OF THEIR 

FUNCTION, He LOVERS 

WAIT, N THE CAVERN 
(ÉATH THE WORLD. 


[тне WOMAN. 


FOR HM 


MATINS 
"TO RETURN. 


тазаа» № 


MES Ly—— 7 


| 25212221 


Waa THEN (wil BE] 
AMBASSADOR 


A y ДЕГ TE Er A 


Dr 
Re 


би when T had d re 
And now, 3 have ZT 


TURN TINTO A, 
THEME PARK? SELLIT D 
THE HIGHEST 


T BIODER 


LLFIGURE SOMETHING: 
AD SOON, Т HOPE 


LSE SEEMS ТО BE DONG 
ANYTHING ABOUT T. 


f| FALLEN ANGEL. 
po LOMGEK SHALL 
(42223 
SHIFTING. 
22 


706 WILL BE ANEW HELL. А FORNARI- 
LOOKING HELL, THAT RECOGNIZES 


SURE THIS WILL 
SELE OUT, 


| | а Шы” 


ВИТ THEY ARE ENVOIS, 
MY LORD. 1 RECOGNIZE 

FEW OF THEM. SOME HAVE 
BEEN HERE BEFORE - 


WE GATEKEEPERS 
CANNOT KEEP WEM ALL 
GUT, SHOULD THEY TAKE IT. 
TO FORCE THEIR WAY IN. 


SMASH IT МО TOOTH 
PICKS! HAH! 


"ENTER, 
AND ANNOUNCE 
2 


TAN OPN ALL- FATHER, CFTE AEEIR. WITH NE 
= ЖУ SON де OF THE яван, AND LOKI SKF 
ANTE, BUT ASIK 
IROTHERHOOD. 


We SEEK THE кеу 
помен. 


УТ 
LOR me 
DEAD OF THE Whe 
рела wine me 
(ARE BAST, LADY 


ONE LUCIFERS 


Тена MAME тнв сме 
IMC MEMO, 
РАТНЕ 


Loo 


Песни peu aí Dreamir seek: 
see re s XUL TT Ne 


НИЧЕ for 
ра сас 2 Ена: 2 
arrive mearwi 


DAA EPISODE 4 


WO SRM take ме ноне 


followers 


ALL RIGHT 


T WAS LIKE 
JHE ЮМС WHERE OU KNOW | 
MEMBRE BUT хо STILL CANT 


WAS SOMETHING BEHIND. 
CME TINE HORRIBLE. BUT 
S CNE OR THO BENS 
OR BEHIND, ANE 
т WASN'T MAKING 
TKNEW ITWAS 
ALWAYS THERE. 


AND LONELY ANO TERRIBLE. 


"SOMETHING THAT НАР FAR 
AL E We те md 


| 


BOS 
451, HILARIONS- 


WOLAD 
P ТЕН ONES IN 
THE GREAT WAR. 
158 4518) 


|j 


VERY 
WELL 


ili 


17 


TDIEO N JANUARY, 

1942. UPON MY DEATH T 
FOUND MYSELF IN HELL. 
денот CON: 


BEDROOM; ANO HE SLAKED 
нейната. ШОБ UPON 
“THe HOUSEMATE, 


YOU ARE NOTHING 
OF Pë NE YOURE 
MOTHERS LITTLE. 


THECOORES FATHER, 

WHO OUTLIVED ME, HAD IN WOuLD THAT HAVE LOOKED? 
QUITE RUNEDMYNERVES 
Au CONSTITUTION BY 

COMPELLING нето SUBMIT 

TO CERTAN ШММ 

PRACTICES INTHE 
MARITAL BED. 


PUNISHED PAINFULLY, 


人 (инат CO YOU THIN 


E YOu Ace cono? 
REIS 


ROWLAND, НЕ FOUND HIMSELF 
ERING ABOUT NSANTTY; BUT 
WERE STRANGE, AND HE. 
НАР FEW CRITERIA БУ WHICH TO 
JUDGE THEM. 


| 


HOWEVER, DESPITE ANY 
TRIBULATIONS WE MISHT HAVE 
EXPERIENCED, WE ARE ALL 
NOW BACK AT SCHOOL. AT 
JHEOLO SCHOOL 


BOY BLUBBING. FRONT 
ROM WHATS YOUR 
NAMES 


WHATS THE PONTE 
EAN, WHAT ARE WE 


mens sana in co 
HEALTHY MIND | 
Ед 


-N 
AND IWILL 
NOT TOLERATE 
SlAcKNESS, OR 
LACK OF DISCIPLINE, 
FROM ANY OF 


MOULE SR. 
SION MOULE, 


PRAWNS UP A TIMETABLE 
FORTHE SCHOOL SO THIS 
DAY WILL BE DEVOTED TO 
SILENT STUDY. ти WANT 
O ERE SILENCE FROM, 


MERERRE, 
Ё 11212223 


кездір ке 
ОШО WATT 


TTS ALL кент. 
BUCK up, NOW NORD? 
URT OL 
HONEST. 


DDN 


OKAY, CHARLES: 
E: 2-3 


Енев кат 
GONG, THEN 
NEIER AMT, 


| T PONT HAVE. 


IM нет соне- 


222222 


TUN. THANK 
ж тшу 


JUST PON T HAVE HE 
NEROY IVE GOT TOOM 
OTHER TINGS TO WORRY ABOUT. 
GAY I YOU HAVE TO. TLL CACH 
UP WTA VOU LATER. 
247 


14 


> 
7 “%%. 


M 


M | Classe а 
4 == 


Т DONT KNOW. AWAY 
4 FROM MERE. TM SICK OF 

Len Г Trig PLACE. THERES A 
WHOLE WORLD OUT TIERE, 


чы. “BET WEVE GOT 
e AMPLE SERRE THEY 
KT | нее OUT AND 
nS SHE CONES BACK TD 
сете. 


CHARLES WHAT 
WIL OUR FATHER 
THINK ABOUT JAM 


ERE You CAN 
CALL НЕ ЕРЮ you 
NOW. IF YOL WANT 


HE'LL PROBABLY BE. 

RELIEVED: 1 CONT TANK 

HE EVER LIKED BENS 
А PARENT. 


nou 
WONT MING SHES PEA: 

ALREADY 52 SHE NON 
ВЕ PRETUPICED 


У Tow LONG DO xu TN EITHER BOT ANYWAY 
WENEGOT # UNTIL SHE CANES тїнї WEVE LEARNED" 
Up WITH us AGAIN 


"NOW: LETS SEE 
WAT LIFE G GOT YO 
OFFER uo. 


бу 


р оғ WHAT COMES arten; 


CONCERNING DIPLOMACY AND 
BEDROOMS, BLACKMAIL AND 
WHReaTS; AND aN UNUSUAL 
Recipe FOR SAUSAGES. 


CRETE 
Not now. у 


igended, 
бес my aderat ра 


TEE UENO ОООО | | БЕЕ ANIME, GOP 
“AND WHAT 00 YOU SEE, STOR EO, LIKE YOUR вом ALONE | | OF THE DEAD OF THE 
WHEN Jou WATCH, GIANTS MEMBER OF на ANCIENT PANTHEON. | | NILE DELTA, FEASTS 


UPON нинди HEARTS 
OR URON THE 
Т SEE MANY TINGS, DREAME OF HUMAN 
GALLOWS GOD, AND THEY, HEARTS, PERHAPS. 
AMUSE Me сета а 
HE РЕКЕ 
RICE WNE Ано 


THE FARY WOMAN, АВ SHE EATS | [TI WATCH THE DEMAN CONTINGENT. 

тне PETALS OF FLOWERS. T nouer | | THERE в A PECULIAR FLIRTATION 

WHY SHE e HERE, WHAT SHE 15 OCCURRING BETWEEN CHORONZON 
THNKNG ABOUT [AND THE MERKIN, MOTHER OF SPIDEAS. 


NETA 
ТА WOULD BE LKE BETWEEN 
( THE SHEETS. 


TE BEEN MEE 
HUNDRED YEARS 
ENCE ТОР THAT, 


"TWRTCH TRE PRINCESE OF TAD 
INCARNATE Ав A TINY CHILD, 


ORDER MATE 
à | MANIFEST ган 
Lot 


I WATCH OUR SERVANTS 
SLEEPING HUMANE, SHANGHAIED 
INTO A MAST PECULIAR CREAM, I 
WHICH THEY SERVE A GAGGLE OF 
BENGE FROM THE DEPTHS OF 
"AND LIKE ALL OF US, кковавт| | | THER COLLECTIVE UNCONSCIOUS 
OF ORDER is HERE FOR HELL A MEAL FIT FOR MEGORS A 


"AND, ABOVE ALL, 1 
NAICH THE ANGELS. 
MEY pO NOT БАТ, OR 
FLIRT, OR CONVERSE 


cae 


T WATEH THEM IN AWE THER, 
THEY ARE ФО BEAUTIFUL AND DISTANT. 
THE FEET OF ANGELS NEVER TOUCH WE 
BASE EARTH, NOT EVEN IN DREAMS. 


пра ee vaade 
me and re 


рита I XU TOW EVES 


S est ind ada" fus ай m 
E od Wiener it a 


SEEN OU BEFORE WHAT YOUR, 
NAMES 2 


YOU DIN, ANE TO PO THAT ТН 
ОР TAKEN NO FOR AN ANSWER Sn 


-- соно танне 
ING CAIN, MASTER OF Мите 
ACE 

GLAMOROUS ASSISTANT GREGORY, 


ТУ AY MUNFICENT MASTER, KUDE RN 

OFORDER- HERE NOARNATED FOR OUR. 

DELIGHT AS A MOST SACRED CARDBOARD PA 
BOK нде MANIFESTED А MESSAGE, 
(o BE GIVEN ONLY D YOUR STU 


TOPI! LOOK AT THE FAT. 
(Ини 
ENE Stour À 


As host, Т сан but apologize, 

Lady Bast. You were obviously 

provoked, and Iwill speak to 

Lord Odin about it; Where ie 
"hor now? 


TEEN я 5 Е VUE UST TALK IN PRIVATE YOU, 
HAMMER HASA HUSE HAVE SOMETHING THAT UAE ШАМТ, 
VERY BADLY. AND ШЕ HAVE 
SOMETHING YOU DESIRE,” 


Good quests, that 
conclude fig evenings) 


ntertainment, 
entertainment, and 


We haye a Jong day, 
Pmi hear our formal 
Pleadings, and 28 

moule my décision. 


E 


liking. 
cm == 
£ EA ТЕЛЕТ 
1 йүү wil сезер ^o exist 
shortly, ч 


ташт юу GET 
THROAT CANCER ANO, 
PIE WITHOUT EVER AGAIN 


AGREEING TO SEE W 
DREAM WEAVER 


The 
all mil 


Е 
> cese осе, 
аа 


T AM A BRAVE GOP. YOU KNOW 
THAT TO BE TRUE. THERE 16 ONLYØNE 
THING THAT FRIGHTENS НЕ. 


NCEE RAGNAROK. 
THESE GAYE TOC MUCH 


OEM TIME 16 SPENT HAKAN 
пете TO CIRCUMVENT 
THE DARKNESS AHEAD OF 

Me AND MINE. 


X PIEK AT IT, 
IRRATIONALLY, AS A MAN 
PICKS AT A BORE 


[Zone уана neo IT 

OCCURRED ТО МЕ THAT IT 

16 EASIER 10 FIGHT SOME 

THING ONE KNOWS SONE 
THNG ABOUT. 


T CREATED А 

WORLD A NOTIONAL 

DIMENSION Ано INIT, 
Т PASHIONEP A TINY 


WAS WHEN MY LITLE WORLD 
GANED FURTHER WARRIORS 


тронот KNOW HOW. 
THEY GOT MERE, NOR M 
THEY Pien, mee LITILE 

MORTAL HEROES. 


TN MY Нои THE 
LAST BATTLE 15 FOUGHT, 


DAYIN, PAYOUT, FOREVER. 


1 HAVE LEARNED MUCH 
FROM IT. 


ONE THING THAT 
SURPRISED ME, THOUGH, 
BUTLOOK, 
THET WAR ALONGSIDE 
MY WEE AEGIRIN THE 
BATTLE UNENOINO, 


ONES 1 HADNOT 
CREATED 


ou Re А COOL ONE, 
REAM: WEAVER, SOMETIMES 


CY 

m There is 4 
сқ 
12228 


КЛ 
MISUNDERSTAND 
ME, DREAM- 


‘Stop that, 


this їпвТайт. 


Ts This meant. 

чо Impress те, Jemmy? 

Те mean score 
23 


ou 
MEANT TOBE 
MISTER 
SCARED, 


WHAT ZM 


SIVE US THE HEL 
OF LUCIFER, MORPHEUS, 
OR pe ENTIRE HOST OF 
CHAOS WILL ве AT YOUR 
THROAT, UNTIL THE 
ENO OF тие. 


FROM THE SHIVERING, 
BRIGADE то үгс LAUGHING 
CANCERS. ALL OF US, 


NOM, он ешт n 
OF SLEEP, REACH Your 
UG MATE MANG INTO mY 
MASTER, LORD KIL DERKIN 
OF ORDER, AND ТАКЕ 
THE MESSAGE THERE 
FOR YOU. 


DEAR ОЛЕНИ 
EAM: 
FOR MANY YEARS NOW, MYSELF AND 
OME OF MY FELLOW LOROS OF ORDER 
HAVE BEEN COLLECTING THE DREAM 
ESSENCES DF THE NEWLY DEAD, FOR 
PURPOSES OF OUR OWN 

WE ARE PREPARED TO RETURN 

THESE TD YOU, IN EXCHANGE FOR The 
HELL DF LUCIFER, WHICH WILL 
BECOME А NEW REALM OF PERFECT 
ORDER, UNDER DUR DOMINION | 


| 
295 Rudern 


MEUS. ЈЕ BRIBERY 
Ny REASON MIGHT 


М; 
ЛАМ 1 SHALL PLEAD 
HARNESS OF DUR CLAIM. 
S THAT WILL CONVINCE 


ven 
Су ЕС speak for himsel. 


TET 
зе TONG TA Ya 
PE 
ONE HAE NOT COME AE PARF 
Gre ch 


Gris soon. 
не Sons OF NIPPON ARE 
VERY POWERFUL. WE ARE NO 
LONGER WORSHIPPED AS ONCE 

We WERE, BUT WE HAVE 


Times nave 


CHANGED, ANO ME 


HAVE CHANGED 


We Are exon. 
ASSINLATING OTHER 
PANTHEONS, LATER GODS, 
NEW ALTARS AND ICONS, 
MARILYN MONROE L OURS 

NOM, AS ARE к 


Му MOTHER ie 
QUEEN Or cun OMY 
EROL, IT À 
ОЗЕРЕ 
PLACE. LUCIFERS HELL 
SHOULD BE OURS со. 
IT Has MUCH 


‘The matter will 
‘given my most care, 


ded 


T. 
24 


) 
Honored 
Mikoto. 


ETT 
WHERE YOUR BROTHER 
сам Be FOUND. 


T MUAH PREFER you m CAT FORM) 
DEAN, OLD FRIEND. 


7 нош WHERE 
HEMDE. 1, ANO 


пакта frat This. 
Zam Thinking rer This, 


А: rah 
youn apartment. 
[ue 


you return. 


кт 
We GOT А PROBLEM. Ye 

Å THUNDERSTORM BRON 

СИНГЛИ 
БАН, LISHINING, Ace THAT, 


Ex NATURAL ` 
E, MORPHEUS, 
16 BACK OUR 


Мотам тиме, вит 
THU, DREAN- LORD, 


E 


Нету: Y 
WO YEARS 
RETRIEVE YOUR HELM 


PT souar am отне, 
DREANWERLD JUST FOR You, 


POSSESSION OF ONE ЈУ nsccenriy, сновонгоң 

CHERONZON, A DUKE CHALLENGED ХОЙ, AND YOU, 

OF e EIGHT ссе, DEFEATED WM, nme 
CAPTAIN OF e. 


FEMALE, с: 
TO HELL EN HOUR 


Зит 
SHE А SWEET 

ANC тоотон 
MORELE 


IF OU GVE ME THE 

KEY TO ELL, T'U THROW 

HER INTO THE релі. АБ 

А SWEETENER, YOU 
MST SAY. 


ARK OF 
REMAINS, 
AFTER THAT WILL BE MINE. 


w 
а 
| esee 
Кш 
Амр 


Трап agreement, 


bros 
Е 


—— 


iN WHICH, THE VEXING QUESTION 
OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF HELL 
18 FINALLY SETTLED, TO THE 
? SATISFACTION OF зоме; THE 
FINeR POINTS OF HOSPITALITY; 
“AND IN WHICH IT I$ DEMONSTRATED 
тнат WHile some May Fall, 
OTHERS ARE PUSHED 


LET THE SUN RISE. A BRIGHT, NEW 
DAY HAS DAWNED.” 


тт STILL GLORIOUSLY 

DRUNK ON THIS MAGNIFICENT 

WINE, ANDON A NIENT ILL 

SPENT WITH THIS LOVELY 
LA. 


HE WITH THE, 

EGYPTIAN DELEGATION, 

A TEMPLE PRIEST OR A 
DEAD KING, OF SOME: 


severe, THIS e) 
MY SISTER, NUALA, 


ЗЭЭ» 
< 


AH NOW ANE Weve ОМ АЩ 
осма BY TO TELL YOU THAT LORP 
SHAPER (5 ABOUT TO ANNOUNCE WHAT 
HES PLANNIN TO po NITH HIS NEW REALM 


"ANE HEAR THE 
GOO WORD. 


HE Иш ACCEDE 1O 
сук MEHEST THAT. 
HELL KEEP HELL 
EMPTY, ANC FO PERSONALLY, T 
116 IHE TITHE Z ОНИ ЖОШ SAW FIGURE ME gest CAN 
THEM ALLLAST HOPE O GET OUT OF 
Er THESE SHENANIGANS 
LENT WINE, 


т Кое 
MS BROTHER IS ош, BUT T DO Possess 
ыт CERTAIN Fo 


WHAT IF IT SN T 
ENOUGH? А SM 


HELLO, FAIRY нонат 
WHAT ARE XA PONG AFTER 
"THÉ MAIN EVENT? 


"ANE EM IN 

A REALLY FOUL 

NOE THis 
MORNING. 


Yes. Т spent 

те «ШОР 

it falling wi 
Д 


а few ar oui 
fors. 


= 
e 
Rd 
Г Everything i 
(зе E 
shi спапай 
аата 
ipu an Te 


қ 
mee" 


pat nda 
да ç 


“Л emiel 
Те 


you doz, 


announcement, 
before electing 


Yourselves Lords 
of Hell. — 


ZR 
motive 
Paty 


Ë 
H 
Е 
Е 


по! ene 
най, Us acie Lord 
"Susano-o- 


“Thank you al for comi 
herer ard rast frah aleun 


М 


= f will se поле ct 
‘undue distress: 


Tat inc Those 
Kew about are К 
er Yes би 


Тане 
hospi to all 

ny visitors 
Ж 5 


Wa 


а. 
И ras un unwise Фет ЖЕЛІ 


Azazel. Elsewhere, 
Худ hof here, 


er 

У 

TE 
c 


Reality her 
стото my 4 
Wishes; it ie wha 
T wish it tobe: 
па. 


15 place have 


1128 


lecision?, 


Thank you û 
D Me... 

p under AMNIS Here Fan 
oats appre poo 
235472 ПОНЕ CURAR. 
Z: Yad wal. 


ме 
ing, 
‘Dancer 


mn 


|S Bote efi 

à tp reflect, and the oppor- 
СЯ ere 
шэг ыу; 


Tris WELL 


срива 
рас yed yourself 


TAKEME-AS JOU-FIND ME DEITY 
(1 had noticed.) ANZ MOT СМЕ FOR AIRE AND GRACES 
i" j 


вољи Fl 


And Loki. ij; A 
йе nat say goodbye 


ҮН fene lie 
| 

т faken Fromm 
12 


T i 
ing, 


1 


Phen hames айай. Bul, 


В їй ; 


„иш | 


think 
BE 


ЕЗІ 
Tam оту. 


HONOR ABA 
OF THe FL 


4222 
> — s 


Perhaps if I had 

E 

Emy guests somes À 
man 


Because HE 
WAS STANDING NEXT < 
TOME, WHILE EVERY- Му 1 DENT 


NOW WEY NOT. Y 


ONE WAS WATCHING "а 
МАМА: Y Just PONT. 


Because ne D y 
EN 


Hmm. 1 could create a dream W Ne If I were todo 
po E: | 13 
с 


fake cavern ben cre 
2 

an Jem vou could (d m. 

Л 


(774 
You PO Marz 
PLEASE? 


Nicht STAMOS, 1 MEAN, 
THERE МЕ 6, BACK IN 
E vou 


MNM, DEAREST CLURACAN, 

FALCON, SQUIEGLY LINE, EYE, 

TILE MAN HOLD A наи 

us, SOUSOLE, BEETLE I 
"EEE WHAT You MEAN 


== 


да 
ave арт Jos wait 


ише 


TOR ARENT 
Come BACK 
WITH ме, 


um 
WHAT ARE You 
TALKING. 


МАГА, WASA SIFT ТО YOU, FROM FAEF 
QUEEN toes MOT EXPECT HER GITE To 


1 Y 


‘PERHAPS TITAN 


VA WILL 


m 


NEE 


Л Suprose 
IRE We age. 


Етте 
зан 


емне ТО WATCH THE 
SUNSET. ITS A BEAUT ДА 
TONIGHT, ENT IT 2 


ATI $ 

KLEE NIEMAN AEAN 

ОА 

са ER WEAR 

(ааа 
ЫН 


‘come рам 

HEREWITH THE] 
WIFE, AND 
THE TWINS, 


He CRASHED THE 
CAR, BUT ONLY Т 
CRAWLED AWAY, 


ANG WHEN 1 GOT OUT 
PITAL, ME ANO 
Ё: 


WALKING DOWN HERE 
ISHE GOTA LUMP 


ма пе 


27231227 
TE HAZ A SHIT OF 


M МУ АӨ HURTS ALL THE Д 


- “М2 Tw 


THAT, 
EVERY цент, 


STREwTH WELL, S 
YOUVE GOT TORESPECT | 


| en 
: GEES 
„м 


October knew, of course, that 

оғ shutting a bock, did nct end a tale 
Having admitted ti PY endings were never difficult 

to find: ТЕ is simply explain il, “oF finding à sunny place ina 

garden, whe 9 D o stop 

reading, and to be сот 


by GK Chesterton Jlibrany of Dreame 


biographies 


KELLEY JONES 
2273 
episodes 1,2,3,5,6 
When he was born, in 1802, Kelley Jones had 
ery appearance of being in his mid-nineties. Не 
lonished physicians by growing younger with 
ch year that passed. This photograph, taken in 


e seventieth year, appears to be that ofa man 
his twenties, He died aç an infant in 1888, killed 
a nursery fire. A recording o is voice reciting 
mites "Ту utum was discovered on 


he tele 
one answering machine ofa taxi company i 
oronro in 1979, but was erased Бүл temporary 
ererary who filed toundertand its worth 


NEIL GAIMAN 
writer 

Tose certain popular misconception to ей ance 
and for all 

1) He vas not found wandering the sewers of London 
as a child during the winter of 1864, unable го say any- 
thing more than “Powerful big rats, gentlemen” 

2) He was never exhibited in public houses o the 
хийн only briefly in July, 1865, to seleled gentlemen 
of Standing rom the scientific and literary community, 

3) He did not have a vestigial ай. 

3) He did indeed have what той people would 
commonly understand as “eyes, 

5) He was nor aéualy the pilot ofthe Zeppelin, 
although he did disappear for good following the 
explosion. 

^) There is quite obviously na “underground King 
dom beneath London inhabited by huge, intelligent 
rodents.” And even ifthere were, any suggestion of 
Neil's involvement in the magy territorial negotiations 
between Londons Above and Below сап be considered 
‘joke, and in poor tate at that. 

7) He was afraid of nether mirrors nor reet 


cons 
8) There were no tooth-masks on the bones, 


by NEIL GAIMAN 


MIKE DRINGENBERG 
222 
episodes Oi 
ll le people were coming and I said to them and Î ald, 
there's no hope for me here, none of theni have faces, always walk 
hem before, and they keep touching m 
ight, always in the night, sometimes when the rin comes, 


ing; and never saw any 


ЁЛ 


ye sees them but me, grey eyes maybe screaming, and T sai 


to them and sad to them 


P. CRAIG RUSSELL 
22 
episode 3 
The details of his black li and dubious death are written in 
certain books, and the foolish and he curious may seek them. 
‘ut. Nothing could induce us to elaborate here: by comparison 
Giles de Rais was an angel in human orm, and de Sade a weal 
and simpering child. The word is well rid of his frd of him 


MATT WAGNER 
72223 
episode 4 


Matt Wagner was the only тап to be Мей posthumously toi 
United States Senate, He served three terms Бейге being narrowly 
defeated by a living candidate in 1874, whereupon he retired fom. 


ПБ, Until recently his jawbone was on display in the 
Smithsonian Infiution. 


GEORGE PRATT ” 3 
inker 1 
episodes See 


‘Documented ases of spontaneous human combustion are 
uei however, in all the annals ofthis phenomenon, only 
Зее Pratt was able to combust on cue. As а thaumarungic 
Music Най um Mister Prat would ignite on Stage, in front 
Га paying audience, whereupon Millicent Wirth, his lover 
nd assistant, would extinguish the blaze with a patent liquid 
Pratt's own invention. This photograph war taken of 
Combustible George the afternoon before his inal perfor 
Vance, in Bailon, in 1901. "Mise Millie subsequent trial 
nd acquittal vasa came cl for many weeks. Fifty years 
ter she filed bathtub with gasoline and climbed into it, 
sed, holding a lighted taper, 


MALCOLM JONES M 
inker 
episodes 0,1,2 


This photograph of one of Malcolm Jones's three homuneuli was 

originally published in the Journa? ofthe Ameriogn Society for Phil 

Kerle, Measuring no more than six inches in height, these tiny 

srestues were, it is said, capable of human speech, and were wholly 

subordinate ra Jones will. None of them survived Jones by more than 
ntegrating t dried blood, rone petals and ashes. 


Ке 


DICK GIORDANO 


inker 
episode 6 


Impresario, shipping magnate, oil baron, surgeon, and 
Мора. One Thursday morning in November, 1893, 

dano took his usual table at the Savoy Hotel and requested 

не waiter bring him a newspaper, book, he Bible, a pint or 


vinegar a paper of pins, and some barley gar Upon the wait 
ud o comply with disexraordinay твоей, Giordano's 


be sail, "you have 


йе dissolved into silent tears. “Aye, me 
condemned an honest man to his dom." Thereupon he hailed a 
ab, and was heard to tell rhe driver ro take him то hi fice, a 
amey oo more than fifteen minutes, Не was, of enune, never 
cen again, although hs ipn was cut from the tomach ofa 
смену five pound Sturgeon caught in he Black Sex on the firit 
day of World War One. 


DANIEL VOZZO 


colouritt 
episodes 23456 


Professor Vorzo'shandbook, Ten Thousand Important Question 
eile йе Modern Gentleman, sed in monthly parts from 
боб 1889 on, contained essays on such vital subjes as: Ye 
dancing wal coded, compatible with a bigh Bandar of 
morality" Has ве purchase f lak by tir government se" 
"Docs the Sudy of fysica ences militate again? regir boli" 
"Has sur government a right біртін the polygamit of Utah? 

Nor satisfied with resolving these quetins, and many others 
equal import by 1894 he began to address such issues as: Ty 
there a purpose tn exiftence" and "What tbe composition ofthe 
Philosopher's Stone" 

At this time Могао began to complain or being followed hy 
women with the faces of animals. АП copies ofthe batter installmen 
ofhis handbook were bought up by an anonymous cartel, nd. 
destroyed, and shortly thereafter отта was removed to private 
asylum. Не в АШ here, and he has nor aged, although on the adi 
‘Tong: dead physician his tongue was surgically removed, and he 
permitted no writing materials. 


STEVE OLIFF 
сина! 
episodes 0,1 

Вый known for his revolutionary embalming techniques. Upon his 
death in 1897 his clletion о pere preserved schoolchildren was 
donated to the Royal College of Surgeons. It may be inspected by 
prorsppeintment, although several ofthe older boys were damaged. 
by filling masonry during the Bi, and have been removed from the. 
permanent exhibition. 


TODD KLEIN 


Itterer 


Was never convited ofany capital crime, for reasons that ft 
remain shrouded in туйу. 


KAREN BERGER 
editor 


They say she done them all of hem in, They say she done t 
withan as 


ALISA KWITNEY 
assistant editor 


According to an old New York еще Alisa Kwitney 
pears in а bathroom mirror to people in the final Auge 
rium tremens and pleads with chem to mend their ways, 
other version ofthe sume Story she can be induced (by thea 
ing to break the mirror) to reveal winning lottery ticket 
теп. 


г 


ТОМ РЕУЕК 
assistant editor 
Notorious for his cross-dressing during a period when society 
owned on such hobbies, Peyer (the illegitimate son of Francis 
Egerton, he Eighth Earl of Bridgewater and self led Prince 
ofthe Holy Roman Empire), was arefted at the outbreak ofthe 
Crimean War for singing an obscene ballad in а public place 
while dressed as awasherwoman, The ballad, in the Pararie 
Argot, went as follows: 
iti nary tbe mee ofthe Masi 
Says due one peroney manjares on бе оп, 
Vell lt barse to scarp he latty in the morning 
Bere the hona smee th hezi дайн bis des 


DAVE McKEAN 
covers and design. 


СОЛО 
a и 
te ыы ыу 
et. 

ч , reveals that this is simply an illusion: we are lookin 

1 YS 

а 

alain nett aba 
тшшде Respite 

2 

o n 

о 

E AT 

Parere niin 

ааа 

а 


НАКГАМ ELLISON 


introduction 


Harlan Ellison is the author of fifty-eight books and 
is td in the Susa National Encwlopeia, 


eil Gaiman 


ls the New York Times bestselling author of the Newbery Medal 
winning The Graveyard Bob and Coraline, he basis for the ik movi 
His other books include Алын Bop, Neuere, Anterior 
and Быт (winner of che American Library Aviocatint 
Alex Awani as one of 20005 top novels for young adults) nd 
the short story collections M ри Magie and Soke and Мот: 
Heis also the author of he Als jn the Wallr and The Day 
й dod My Dad for Тин Guldfidh both етіне for children. 
Among his many awards are rhe Eisner. che Hugo, rhe Nebula 
the World Far 


vov live in the United Sae 


eic d 


any and the Bram Sn 


cr Originally from England, 


Tew thousand years agos Morpheus: e Whig 
of Dreams, condemn a woman wli 
27127722 ) ” 
aun Л ss oral bim q eternal amination 
жы бим! eee А In SEASON OF MISTS; the wher 
тєр THE SANDMAN he, members af his immonal Бим 
11212222 he Endless, convince him atii 
ат como hui fi маи inte. To conecte 


raid lying tr e 


olm) мең mag fer an поели 
e ris to mn un Tove. Bur Lucien the Lond 
anser туйир өн eh „ГНА стога ла des Mor 


nva fiio. iri dun 210 
i литр trim 


introduction by Harlan Ellison 


the complete PRELUDES $ NOCTURNES А GAME ON YO THE KINDLY ONES 
Thu DOLLS MOLE PALES MIRLECHIONS пиели 
Sandman жш bs EUM 
Library sesworwiss ROMS AND THE DREAM HUNTERS 


“The greatest epic in the history of comic hooks.” 
— The Los Angeles Times Magazine 


ошау expansie and remarkably intimate 
— Entertainment Weekly 


A seminal werk, — The Toronto Star 


il Gaitan is, simply put, a treasure house of tory 


and we иге lucky to have him in any medium 
— Stephen King 


